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FMB charity golf tournament 
raises £4,000

You don’t need me to tell you  
that the construction industry  
is looking brighter as a whole.
Once the economy started to  
improve it became obvious  
that more houses would need  
to be built, and this summer the 
Government announced plans to 
encourage smaller builders and 
developers to be part of that.
Housing minister Brandon Lewis  
has unveiled plans to give small  
house builders access to a £100m 
fund through the new Housing 
Growth Partnership.
Developments worth between 
£750,000–£12m will be eligible  
for investments from  

£500,000–£5m, in a bid to  
build another 2,000 homes.
The cash injection comes after 
government figures showed that over 
the last 25 years, the number of firms 
building between 1 and 100 homes  
a year has fallen off a cliff — from  
more than 12,000 to fewer than 3,000.
Meanwhile, a Federation of Master 
Builder’s (FMB) survey found that  
66 per cent of small building firms 
had to turn down business (hard to 
have imagined that a few years ago) 
due to a lack of resources.
Skills are of course the main issue.  
The slump that started in 2008 saw 
skilled tradespeople leave the sector 
and fewer apprentices were trained.

According to the FMB a perception  
of low wages has been putting  
off potential young candidates.  
With 23–year–old bricklayers  
earning circa £31,000 a year (or up 
to £52,000 in London) after five years 
experience, that’s clearly a myth.  

But if the money doesn’t hook  
them, the FMB has another tack. 

It discovered that building is  
seen as one of the top 10 sexiest 
professions. In fact it ranks up  
there after the armed forces,  
pilots and nurses.

Has there ever been a better  
reason, or time, for a youngster  
to pick up a trowel?

Ru Butler

www.facebook.com/peppardbuildingsupplies

www.twitter.com/peppards

www.plus.google.com/+PeppardBuildingSupplies

Small house builders  
in the spotlight

A successful charity golf 
tournament organised by the 
Reading and County Branch  
of the Federation of Master 
Builders, and sponsored by 
Peppard, has raised £4,000  
for worthy causes.
Held at Sonning Golf Club, the  
event was organised in aid of Help  
for Heroes and the Air Ambulance 
service which covers Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire.
This was the 30th anniversary  
charity golf day, which in total  
has raised an incredible £100,000  
for various charities.
John Saunders, secretary of  
the Reading and County Branch  
of the FMB, who organised the 
event, said: “This has been another 
exceptional year where we’ve raised 
many more thousands of pounds  
for two great charities.
“We couldn’t have done it  
without the support of our  

sponsors, those who donated  
prizes for our raffle and auction  
and of course the teams of players 
themselves who made it such  
a fantastic day.
“It’s hard to believe that 30 years 
have passed since our first charity 
tournament and we have watched  
the event go from strength to  
strength. Here’s to helping many  
more worthy causes in the future.”
Peppard sponsored one of the holes 
on the golf course for the day.
A total of 24 teams of four players 
took part with trophies given for  
best team events, individual score, 
longest drive and nearest the pin.
The winner of the tournament  
and the Rex Townsend Trophy  
was the Morris & Blunt Team.  
The individual winner of the  
Harry Row Trophy was Jamie Cole  
and the nearest the pin winner was 
Chris Hamblin a member of the 
Young’s Loft Conversion Ltd team.
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He went to Memphis and 
he got the tee shirt
When we decided to get some new 
Peppard tee shirts we had no idea 
how far one customer would go  
to get one.
When Steve Walker of Plumbing 
Masters saw his workmate walk off 
 with one of the tee shirts he decided  
to take matters into his own hands.

A week or so later we received  
a picture of globe–trotting Steve  
wearing one of the Peppard bulk  
bags under a sign for the birthplace  
of country — Nashville.

We also got the the following message: 
“All I asked for was a tee shirt so as I 
could aid in making Peppard a global 
brand! I ended up with a bulk bag and 

my esteemed colleague now has the 
elusive tee shirt! However I attach 
photographic proof of my attempt 
 to make Peppard a global brand.”

Steve is now in proud possession  
of a well–earned Peppard tee shirt. 

An historic church wall,  
regarded as a public eyesore  
for years has been restored  
thanks to the work of Peppard 
Building Supplies customer  
Dunne & Co.

St Laurence’s Church wall in Reading’s 
beautiful Forbury area has been held 
up by scaffolding for almost 30 years 
to prevent it from collapsing onto  
a public footpath.

The Heritage Lottery funded 
renovation used bricks and stones 
sourced by Peppard to match the 
historic wall, which was originally  
built from a mix of handmade 
Georgian and Victorian bricks 
interspersed with stone from  
the ruined abbey. 

The painstaking work, which was 
overseen by English Heritage, 
involved three different sizes,  
textures and colours of bricks,  
all of which were made to order using 
moulds of the original materials.

Dunne & Co, a building and 
restoration company established 
30 years ago, specialises in the 
repair of period and listed buildings. 
St Laurence’s Church dates from 
the Norman period and is situated 
alongside the ruins of Saxon–era 
Reading Abbey, which was the  
final resting place of Henry I  
and destroyed in Henry VIII’s 
dissolution of the monasteries. 

The company’s founder Kevin  
Dunne explained: “We regularly  
work with English Heritage and  
other conservation organisations  
on listed and period properties while 
undertaking works for several local 
listed churches and their affiliated 
historic buildings.

“St Laurence’s church wall  
restoration has been welcomed  
by the local community after  
being left in such a state of  
disrepair for several decades. 

“We had to replicate three different 
kinds of bricks, which were sourced  
by Peppard who were very helpful  
in getting the moulds made and 
bricks manufactured.

“Peppard staff also helped us to 
replicate the original mortar mix 
using various types of sand.”

The church wall began to collapse 
decades ago, due to the growth of 
lime trees in the graveyard and the 
project also included civil engineering 
works to stabilise the structure.

“It took almost six months to 
complete, using a team of between 
two and eight, depending on the 
segment of the wall being restored, 
led by my son Daniel, who is a trained 
sculptor and fine artist,” Kevin added. 

“The local interest has been very 
encouraging and we look forward to 
further work in Forbury in the future.”

Historic Reading wall restored after decades in decay

Would you like to feature in the Peppard Building  
Supplies newsletter? 

We have decided to feature some of our innovative and  
inspirational customers in our 2015 newsletters. To take part  
contact us on 0118 972 2028 or email claire@accordpr.co.uk

*How far would you go to get 
a Peppard tee shirt? Post a 
picture of yourself with the 
Peppard logo on our Facebook 
page to get your hands on one.

To take part, get your selfie stick 
out and go to: facebook.com/
PeppardBuildingSupplies



Delivering our highest ever on time and in full 

OX moves into Peppard
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An OX will be making its presence 
known at Peppard this autumn, 
but it’s not of the bison variety. 

The high quality hand tool  
brand OX, recognised for raising  
the benchmark in its market,  
is the latest addition to our  
stock range.

Peppard Building Supplies  
associate director Neil Bryant  
said: “Our customers demand  
great quality and so we actively  
seek out brands that meet  
that calibre. 

“We chose OX hand tools,  
because they have an excellent 
reputation for performance,  
service life and ergonomics.

“The company has a 40 year  
history and are constantly 
innovating using advanced 
technology, design, precision 

engineering and rigorous  
testing. This focus on quality  
has helped the brand become  
a leader in its field.”

The OX range is particularly 
comprehensive and includes  
a wide selection of hand tool 
categories, with new products  
added to the lines regularly. 

The hand tools will be given  
a five–metre display area in  
the Peppard store.

OX product categories include 
measuring, layout, woodworking, 
bricklaying, plastering and  
dry lining, concreting, striking, 
cutting, demolition, plumbing, 
electrical and site tools,  
along with tool storage.

OX national sales manager Jason  
Elkin said: “We pride ourselves  
in our reputation for providing  

the very best performing  
tools on the market. We are 
delighted that Peppard Building 
Supplies has become the latest 
company to stock our range  
of products.”

The Ox brand started in Australia 
more than 40 years ago.  
The company launched in the  
UK in 2012 and has quickly  
earned a reputation here for  
durable and affordable quality. 

Peppard Building Supplies has 
achieved its highest ever on time 
in full (OTIF) rate for deliveries 
thanks to new processes 
introduced across the company.

The changes, brought in by 
Peppard’s new operations  
manager Darren Kimpton,  
are part of an on–going  
programme of improvements. 

Hammersmith-born Darren 
previously worked at Euro Car Parts, 
where he developed his knowledge 
of warehouse management and 
product delivery.

The 39–year–old father of  
seven–year–old twin boys said: 
 “As a family business Peppard is 
known for its excellent customer 
service and promise of top delivery 
times, which is why it has invested  
so much in new additions to the 
fleet in recent times. 

“There are challenges to making 
deliveries. Sometimes with as little 
one day’s notice we have to supply 
any one of hundreds of products 
and in a limitless quantity straight 
from stock. There are hundreds  
of builders requesting products  
daily and something as simple  
as a change in the weather can  
have a huge impact on what is 
being ordered.”

Darren has made changes  
to processes and infrastructure  
to help the business meet  
changing demands.

“By using a business model and 
incorporating my own experience 
in previous jobs, I’ve been able 
to reduce the turnaround time of 
deliveries, which in turn has helped 
us to improve the OTIF rate for our 
customers to almost 96 per cent  
and we expect that to improve 
further,” Darren added.

“It’s all about improving channels of 
communication, getting the staff to 
talk to one another, which ultimately 
makes our loading and delivery 
times that much better.”

Along with improving delivery 
times, Darren has also introduced 
new uniforms for all of the staff, 
from polo tops to high-visibility 
jackets making them more easily 
recognisable to customers. 

He added that there are many other 
operational changes in store.

“In the last six months we’ve seen a 
phenomenal growth in the building 
trade and need to be in a position 
where we can keep up with that 
demand,” Darren explained.

“I still have several operational 
changes in mind, particularly further 
improving loading and unloading 
times and changing the traffic 
management on site to help  
the customer experience.”

Peppard offers a free delivery  
policy across the Reading and 
Henley areas and further with a 
minimum order value of just £30.

Recent fleet investments have 
included a new 26 tonne, crane 
offload vehicle, which carries 
hundreds of square metres  
of products, and represents  
a significant addition to the  
firm’s delivery capacity.

Historic Reading wall restored after decades in decay
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